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PAGE 01 CANBER 04619 I40847Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 SS-I5 EB-08 SOE-02 AID-05 
CEA-OI CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 DOE-15 H-02 INR-10 
INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 
OES-07 SP-02 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 EPA-04 PA-02 
DRC-01 /157W 

049546 140903Z/20 

P R 140544Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3533 
INFO AMCONSUL BRISBANE 
AMCONSUL MELBOURNE 
AMCONSUL PERTH 
AMCONSUL SYDNEY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
DOE GERMANTOWN 
DOE WASHINGTON 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 4619 

USIAEA 

USOECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EMIN, ENRG, AS, MNUC, SENV 
SUBJ: PARLIAMENT PASSES URANIUM BILLS 

REE: A) CANBERRA 4609 (NOTAL); B) STATE 147841 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: ON JUNE 8, THE HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES PASSED THE 
SIX-BILL URANIUM PACKAGE THAT HAD BEEN PASSED BY THE SENATE ON 
MAY 29. THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL HAS NOT SIGNED THE BILLS INTO LAW 
YET. THE SIX BILLS PROVIDE THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN WHICH THE 
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URANIUM INDUSTRY WILL OPERATE. THE TEXT OE THE BILLS WILL BE 
ENCLOSED IN AN AIRGRAM. END SUMMARY. 

2. ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (ALLIGATOR RIVERS REGION) BILL 1978: 

THE BILL ESTABLISHES AN OFFICE OF SUPERVISING SCIENTIST, A 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE, AND A RESEARCH INSTITUTE EOR THE REGION 
UNDER COMMONWEALTH AUTHORITY IN A WAY THAT RECOGNIZES THE 
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EXISTING RESPONSIBILITIES OE COMMONWEALTH AND TERRITORIAL 
AGENCIES IN THE REGION AND THE INTERESTS OE THE NORTHERN LAND 
COUNCIL AND THE MINING COMPANIES. 

3. BILL EOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION ACT 1975: THIS BILL FACILITATES THE DECLARATION 
OF KAKADU NATIONAL PARK IN THE ALLIGATOR RIVERS REGION. SINCE 
THE PARK WILL INCLUDE LAND OVER WHICH ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 
HAVE BEEN, OR WILL BE GRANTED, THE AMENDMENTS PROVIDE FOR THE 
LEASING OF ABORIGINAL LAND TO THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL PARKS 
AND WILDLIFE TO MANAGE AS A NATIONAL PARK. 

4. BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS 
(NORTHERN TERRITORY) ACT 1976: THE BILL GIVES EFFECT TO THE GOA'S 
DECISIONS ON THE RANGER URANIUM ENVIRONMENTAL INQUIRY AS FAR 
AS THEY AFFECT ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS. SOME MACHINERY AMEND- 
MENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO FACILITATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
ACT AND TO REMEND DEFECTS WHICH HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE 
OPERATION OF THE ACT. 

5. BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 1953: 

THIS BILL ENABLES THE AUSTRALIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION TO 
PARTICIPATE ON BEHALF OF THE COMMONWEALTH IN A lOINT VENTURE 
WITH PEKO-EZ. THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING, WHICH USED THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT AS ITS LEGISLATIVE 
BASIS. THE BILL ALSO STRENGTHENS AND CLARIFIES THE LEGISLATIVE 
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BASIS FOR THE APPLICATION OF NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS WITHIN 
AUSTRALIA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE INTER- 
NATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AND AUSTRALIA IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. CERTAIN 
MINOR AMENDMENTS OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE NATURE UPDATE THE ATOMIC 
ENERGY ACT. 

6. ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (NUCLEAR CODES) BILL 1978 AND 
SENATE AMADDMENT:IGHIS BILL ESTABLISHES THE MECHANISMS FOR 
PROTECTING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA, 

AND THE ENVIRONMENT, FROM POSSIBLE HARMFUL EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR 
ACTIVITES IN AUSTRALIA. THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO THE BILL, 

PROVIDED THAT THE BILL WOULD APPLY TO INDIVUDUAL STATES ONLY 
AT THEIR REQUEST. 

7. ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (NORTHERN TERRITORY SUPREME COURT) 

ACT 1978; THE BILL CONFERS JURISDICTION ON THE SUPREME COURT 

OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY IN RELATION TO THE ENFORCEMENT BY IT 
OF CERTAIN LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT IN THE ALLIGATOR RIVERS REGION. 

SQUIRE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: URANIUM, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, LEGISLATIVE BILLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CANBER04619 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780248-0163 

Format: TEL 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780662/aaaacbfc.tel 

Line Count: 115 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 17a8bc89-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CANBERRA 4609, 78 STATE 147841 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2363465 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PARLIAMENT PASSES URANIUM BILLS 
TAGS: EMIN, ENRG, MNUC, SENV, AS 
To: STATE USIAEA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 7a8bc89-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



